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1 
n accbi:dance With the presènt invention there 
fS provided an improVed device for pëventing 
thub:ucking, nail-biting, tonguethrusting, Or 
other objectionable mouth habits on the part of 
individuals, particularly children Who are apt 5 
to be subject to.Such habits which reqUire Curing 
r breakïng. 
The object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide an improved appliance for the abovein- 
dicatd Purpose, Which can be inserted readily l0 
lnto the vestibule Of the oral caVity, in front 
of the teeth or gums, Which applianCë is com- 
fbtàbiè and effectively obstructs the iiërtion 
Of the fingers int0 the mouth. 
A :furthe r o.bJ_ect of this invention is to pro- l 
VIde an appliance which is made Csile, and 
hïch :iS ëasil àdjtrble o fit omfOrtabty-in 
th-mOih of the eaer. 
A still furthe Obj:eCt of the inyntion is to 
Po,ide a Simple and chépl manufacturéd de- .0 
ïiCe-vhich is éasily clened after éach Use. 
Ftïrthe 0bjects and adVantages of the inven- 
fOnWill become appreht aS the descipti0n pro- 
eëds, nd the features of fioYelty will be aio, 
paéi as thé .description procCds. 25 
T1/ë iivëntiori will bé-ore readily Undertood 
b refêëhce t0 the accopning drin-gs, in 
(Yich 
-ii,-1 IS a dia:rammatïC vièV Indicätin the 
dëyfC-e of the irivention a .in use. 30 
.ïig. 2 i a perspective Vié shOvlng the de/ice 
in a pOSition i'èady for use. 
Fi. 3 is a vièw, in ëlevation of a similàr fbrm 
Of thé device, the View iliUstrating à form of the 
deviceith the mètkl frame c0mPïet-eIy covered. 35 
 Fig, 4 is à tràrsversè secti0nal eleväioh t-àken 
on :thë line widest tansverse Portï0n Of Ffg.-3. 
Fi$, 5 is ï perspective vièw of à fïirthër modi- 
ïîed form of the device, Sh0v/ing thé Wie mëar 
which Is deSigned t0 prevent tongue-thrusting 40 
on thè làrt of the individual. 
Fig. 6 is a view Similar to Fig. 1, but showing 
fUrther the modification of Fig. 5, the viëw 
illustrating, howéver, a form of the device in- 
cluding the resilient pads and tlàeir àttácliing 45 
means. 
Fi. 7 is an enlarged plan view of one of the 
resilient pads shown in Fig. _6. 
Referring more particuïariy to the drawings, 
the device of the present invention comprises a 5O 
rhin, flexible brace, which may be a metal frame 
composed of parallel spaced prongs arranged in 
pairs f, 2 nd 3, 4 extendir/g outwrdly from a 
central web . The prong arms form reinforc- 
Ing and .attachment means for a sort pad or 55 
Shield 6 by insertion under webs ] formed in- 
t'rtlly with the shield 6. T'ne shield 6 f0rms 
fbWCth Ud um--ëfitgig.membë.  .of tlie 
ïnibly ïid f0r/i ïfi întërfëing slïiëld 'fiOr 
preventing introduction of the flngers Into the 60 

2 
mouth. The metal frïme may be c0vered coin  
pletely by the shield 6, and when in :se, ït is 
adapted to fit into thè Vestibule of the motïth 
With the c0ncve surface against the teèth and 
Sums Of the subject. 
If mtal is used as the bar framè, it i 
of fhe order of about 0.01 inch so às t0 áltOW 
for effective manipulation 0f the dêvicë to :fit 
it into the mouth 0f the user. It is Pefërablë 
 make the base frame f and the Shield eb 
geparable for cleaning purposes, but thi is hot 
necessary when the base îrame  is ënsëd 
ComPletely in the Web, as in thé showig i gs. 
3 and 4, Which «0rm alS0 embcés an pper 
n0tch 8, which facilitates the àdjugtbility of 
the device to the vestibule 0f thé oral avity. 
AditiOhal wires 9 lb ma be pr0ded for 
hibiting the tongue-thrustïng ha'Oit, which e 
àdPted to extend thrba$h the OPen bite between 
the f0nt feeth. 
e flexible, sbft eb 6 projëëts bey0nd thé 
periphëry of the bse, and fhé end of fhë séf 
eb $ ae Prèfeably ifidented, as indicated at 
 ih 6der to #0vie enhancèd 6omfort, fhe 
esaitihg end tabs  an 12 being àpted 
fit snugly agalnt tê for ànd side 
of hè tèeth nd .gUAs. 
è nner of ue 0f the dëvice ill be p- 
prent frbm the wings. e flevicë is mde 
n vai0us sizes ih 0portibn to thé g :ëf 
user, as /ell aS to the sizè Of fe moúth. Ts 
if ill be sen that thë de,ce is inSerfëd ih he 
m5Uh, thé en tabs  and 2 onfoih t6 
the apér ànd oxYé teeth and um afid héld in 
placé by its fit bet«ëeh the u:P afid t5er 
gfims ahd CheE. 
e .reinf0ing base of he devide fii 
made of materials ofhë thon of mefal, guch 
piastids» 0r othër eiocing màterial POsessing 
the equisite-fleXibilif .for he intended 
-In the m0dificatiofi hbWn. in Figs. 5» 6 afid 
there is shown a f0rm Of the deAce WhiCh 
to be used for the cbrrècfion and théray of Unï 
dë#eloPed lips. in using the device, the pa£ieflt 
is given exercises Which are to be presribëd, 
indiVidually and sPeciflcaily, by a PhYsiCien. 
mofictión sh0n in g. 6 dnd  m be 
ïor the tretmënt of a5fi0mal de ei 
Ucu of the lowër Ïip, afid lso for a Sh6r 
fufi¢tfon..uper lip. 
is modification Sh0wn ïn S. 6 h 
is general:y simflar fo he form 0f the deië 
dègcfiOèd ab0ve. Hbe, ifl tEe f0 Of tEë 
dfce shown in Figs. 6 aud 7, he fiigi fr 
is dmpICely Coeed OF thë rsiHet hiéld 
an d snap fasteners  and a are pridë 
efldi:g th:ough the shield and integra!l sëUd 
o aid fame. Têsë fateèrS ae fbd/5 
respective resilient pads f and a that are 
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spaced in vertical alignment on the central por- 
tion of the device, as shown in Fig. 6. Said 
fasteners are adapted fo detachably hold the 
pads in position and against accidental displace- 
ment, and may be varied as to size and con- 
figuration in accordance with particular operat- 
Ing requlrements. 
It will be apparent therefore, that the details 
of the device may be varied in accordance with 
the particular manner oï use without depart- 
Ing from the spirit of the invention; and it will 
be apparent that various structural modifica- 
tions may 'be marie without departing from the 
scope of the invention as may be necessary to 
adapt it to varying conditions and uses, as de- 
flned in the appended claires. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dental device adapated to be inserted 
into the vestibule of an oral cavity and fo en- 
gage the teeth and gums of a wearer, which com- 
prises a flexible ïrame including a central solid 
web portion and spaced flnger-like projections 
extending oppositely ïrom the central web por- 
tion, a soït, resilient pad mounted on the flexi- 
ble frame adapted fo engage and overlie the 
teeth and gums of the wearer, the said pad 
tending peripherally beyond all peripheral por- 
tions of the frame member, the ïrame member 
and resilient pad being adapted fo be adjusted 
in contour to the shape of the mouth of the 
wearer, the solid web portion and the flnger-like 
portions oï the flexible frame preventing in- 
sertion of a flnger into the mouth oï the wearer 
of the device, and means extending inwardly 
from the pad for preventing tongue-protrusion 
of the wearer, the said means extending through 
the open bite between the teeth of-the wearer. 
2. A dental device adapted tobe inserted into 
the vestibule of an oral cavity and fo engage the 
teeth and gums of a wearer, which device com- 
prises a flexible frame including a central solid 
web portion and spaced pairs of flnger-like pro- 
jections oppositely extending ïrom the guard 
web, a layer of soft pliable material mounted on 
the frame and covering one side of the frame 
that forms the inner side of the frame when in 
use, pairs of snap ïastening means on the op- 
posite side of the frame secured thereto one above 
another, a resilient pad secured to each pair of 
fastening means and adapted fo engage the lips 
when the device is in service, and means in the 
resilient pads for preventing displacement of the 
pads ïrom the fastening means. 
3. A dental device adapted tobe tnserted into 
the vestibule oï an oral cavity and to engage the 
teeth and gums of a wearer, which device com- 
prises a flexible frame including a central solid 
web portion and spaced pairs of flnger-like 
projections oppositely extending from the guard 
web, a layer of sort pliable matezal mounted 
on the ïrame and covering one side of the ïrame 
that forms the inner side of the frame when in 
use, pairs of snap-ïastening means on the op= 
posite side of the frame secured thereto one 
above another, a resilient pad secured to each 
pair of ïastening means and adapted to engage 
the lips when the device is in service, and slots 
in the ïesilient pads adapted to receive the 
fastening means and to fit thereover for prevent- 
ing displacement of the pads ïrom the fasten- 
ing means. 
4. A dental device adapted fo be inserted into 
the vestibule of an oral cavity and fo engage 
the teeth and gums of a wearer and tobe re- 
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tained in position by pressure between the cheeks 
and upper and lower gums of the wearer, which 
device comprises a flexible backing ïrame in- 
cliding a central continuous web portion a.nd 
5 spaced pairs of flnger-like projections opposite- 
ly extending from the web portion and being sub- 
stantially coextensive with the upper and lower 
gums of the wearer, a layer of soït pliable 
cushioning material mounted on the frame and 
10 covering ai least one side of the ïrame that 
forms the gum-engaging side of the ïrame when 
in use, and ïastening means for the cushioning 
layer engaging the backing frame for securing 
the cushioning layer in position on the backing 
]5 frame. 
5. A dental device adapted tobe inserted into 
the vestibule of an oral cavity and to engage 
the teeth and gums of a wearer, which device 
comprises a flexible backing frame including a 
20 central continuous web portion covering and 
bridging the ïorward oral space between the 
upper and lower teeth and gums and lips of the 
wearer, spaced pairs of flnger-like projections 
oppositely extending from the central web and 
25 extending arouzd the upper and lower gums of 
the wearer between the gums and cheeks and 
being substantially coextensive with the gums, 
a layer of sort pliable cushioning material 
mounted on the frame and covering ai least one 
30 side of the frame that forms the inner side of 
the frame when in use, and fastening means for 
securing the cushioning layer to the frame while 
enabling removal of the cushioning layer from 
the frame for cleaning purposes. 
35 6. A dental device adapted tobe inserted into 
the vestibule of an oral cavity and to engage the 
eeth and gums of a wearer, which device com- 
prises a flexible frame including a central solid 
web portion and spaced pairs of substantially 
40 parallel flnger-like projections oppositely extend- 
ing from the said solid web as sides of deep 
dentations in the ends of the said frame, and 
a layer of sort pliable material mounted on the 
frame and covering completely at least one side 
45 of the frame, the layer of sort pliable material 
having a configuration similar to that of the 
frame but extending beyond the frame lateral- 
ly and longitudinally thereof, and being adapted 
to engage both the upper and lower teeth and 
5O gums of a wearer and uniformly engaging and 
conforming to the upper and lower jaw portions 
of the vestibule of the wearer, the central solid 
web member forming an uninterrupted bridge 
spanning the ïrontal space between the upper 
55 and lower teeth and gums for preventing in- 
troduction of a flnger into the mouth during 
wearing of the device, while the flnger-like pro- 
jections of the frame and of the covering ma- 
terial therefor retain the device in the mouth 
6O of the wearer by engagement thereof with the 
upper and lower teeth and gums of the wearer. 
J Ot-IN SAGE. 
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